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W E, the members of the Lord's 
New Church, aſſembling in the TFeruſalem 
Chapel in Birmingham, conceiving ourſelves 
called upon, by the erroneous accounts of us 
which have been circulated, to make a juſt and 
accurate declaration of our faith and expecta- 
tions, do now, truly, explicitly, and unreſerv- 
edly, make it in theſe words following; viz. 


I 


We believe that although there certainly 
exiſts, amongſt profeſhng chriſtians of all de- 
nominations, a holy remnant of truly religious 
perſons who have not bowed the knee to Baal, 
( Rom. 11. 4.) yet that the world, in general, 
18 at preſent under the unhappy influence of all 
that evil which 1s predicted to exiſt in the laſt 
and perilous times; (2 Tim. iii. 1, &c.) and 
that, in conſequence of ſuch evil, the under- 
ſtandings of men are darkened, inſomuch that 
there is now but little faith in the Lord, little 
belief in a future ſtate of exiſtence, and little 
underſtanding of the holy word of Gop. 


II. We 
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II. 


We further believe, that the Gop whoſe 
mercies have always kept pace with the dege- 
neracy of his creatures, hath powerfully inter- 
poſed, and employed the moſt effectual means 
of removing ** the weil that is ſpread over 
all nations, ( Iſaiah, xxv. 7.) by making 
choice of a man of more than ordinary piety 
and intelligence, and ordaining him to the 
office of his miniſter, for the purpoſe of leading 
the world to the true object of faith, of proving 
from his own experience the exiſtence of a 
future world, and of ſupplying an unerring rule 
of interpretation for the perfect underſtanding 
of the holy and divine oracles, 


III. 


Although we are very far from believin 
that the writings of Baron Swedenborg are the 
word of Gop, and are equally far from regard- 
ing them as the objects of implicit credence 
and devout adoration, yet we do not heſitate 
to expreſs a fincere belief in their utility. and 
excellence, as expoſitory and illuſtrative of the 
ſacred pages; and we are of opinion that when 
once the intelligent, the pious, and eipecially 
the ſcientific part of the world, can open them 
without prejudice, and peruſe them with can- 
dour, they will join us in regarding them as a 
peculiar bleffing from heaven, well calculated, 
by a rational and judicious uſe thereof, to afford 
a defence erer the prevalent errors of ſcep- 
ticiſm, naturaliſm, fanaticiſm, and infidelity, 
and to eſtabliſh. the empire of ſound reaſon 
and true religion in the breaſt of eyery humble 


reader. 
f | LV. It 
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mY 

If aſked on what grounds we receive the 
teſtimony of this theologiſt, we anſwer on the 
moſt reaſonable and ſatisfactory ones that can 
poſſibly exiſt; we receive his teſtimony be- 
cauſe we find, after a fair inquiry and full in- 
veſtigation, that his do&rines are in perfect a- 
greement with the teachings of the word of 
Gov, being, in fact, derived therefrom; that 
his illuſtratious are in perfect agreement with 
the dictates of right reaſon; and that his 
vions are the relations of one who was poſ- 
ſefled of too much ſobriety to be himſelf de- 
ceived, and of too much integrity to be able to 

deceive others *. | 


BARON SWEDENBORG, who was the Son of a 
celebrated Biſhop of Weſt Gothia in Sweden, was born 
1689. In the year 1716 his learning, talents and piety, re- 
commended him to the notice of Charles XII. King of Swe- 
- den, who appointed him to an office of great public truſt and 
honour. In 1719 he was enobled by the Queen Ulrica-El- 
eonora ; from which time he took his feat with the nobles of 
the equeſtrian order, in the triennial afſembly of the fates. 
About 1729 he was made a member, by invitation, of the 

Royal Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, and of the Soci- 
ety of Sciences at Upſal. The Academy of Peterſburg ſent 
bim a diploma in the year 1734. He died in London, 1772. 
His writings, both philoſophical and theological, were remar- 
kably extenſive ; not leſs than Sixty Quarto Volumes of his 
are preſerved in the Royal Academy at Stockholm. SANDAL, 
a member of the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm, Super- 
intendant of the Mines, and Knight of the order of the Po- 
lar Star, in an Oration delivered before the Houſe of Nobles, 
ſays “ The BEST HEART and the BEST CHARACTER, + 
were manifeſted-in him. In him alſo was to be found a hap- 
py aſſemblage of an excellent memory, a prompt conception, 
and a molt clear judgement. He was always ſurrounded by 
men of ſenſe, and much reſpected by them. There was no 
craft, or diſſimulation to be found in him, WisDom, ER u- 
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V. . 
The doctrines which, through the inſtru- 


mentality of this enlightened miniſter, we 


have derived from the word of Gop, are briefly 
as follow. 


We believe that the holy word of Gop 1s 
the only ſource of {ſpiritual truth, and the only 
rule of chriſtian practice; and that it is, in all 
ard every part of it, the medium of conveying 
inexhauſtible ſupplies, not only of ſpiritual 
light for enlightening the underſtanding, but 
alſo of ſpiritual /ife for enlivening the heart. 


{ Pſal. cxix. 93. John vi. 63.) 


DITION, and Vix TUE procured him the favour and particu- 
lar kindneſs cf the Kings who reigned during his time“. 


* He preſerved the whole ſtrength of his mind to the 
laſt, without experiencing that decay of mental faculties un- 
to which ſo many are ſubject after a long purſuit of Science.“ 


The Rev. T. HARTLEY, the late Rector of Win- 
wick, in Northamptonſhire, who was perſonally acquainted 
with him, ſays, „In him were to be found the s0UND Di- 
VINE, the GOOD MAN, the DEEP PHILOSOPHER, the 
UNIVERSAL SCHOLAR, and the POLITE GENTLEMAN.” 


DR. GREGORY, the Author of the Church Hiſtory, ſays, 
« The Practical Morals recommended by Baron SWE- 
DENBORG are of the pureſt kind, with which, from the 
beſt authorities, we have reaſon to believe His LIFE 
PERFECTLY CORRESPONDED.” 


Mr. and Mrs. SHEARSMITH, at whoſe houſe the Baron 
lodged at the time of his death, depoſed upon oath, before the 
Lord Mayor of London, that ** about a fortnight or three 
weeks before he died, he received the Sacrament from the 
hands of a foreign Clergyman, and enjoyed a s0UNnD MinD, 


MEMORY, and UNDERSTANDING TO THE LAST HOUR 
OF HIS LIFE," | 


VI. We 
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VI. 


We believe that there is one Gop, and that 


there is none other but he. (Mark xii. 32. 
Deut. vi. 4.) | 


VII. 


We believe that in this one Gop there 
exiſteth a divine trinity of Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit; { Luke i. 35. Matt, xxvill. 19. 
1 John v. J.) not conſiſting, however, of a 
trinity of perſons, like Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, but a trinity of principles, centering in 
the one divine perſon of the Lord Jesvs 
CurisT; (Compare Matt. xxviii. 19. with 
Acts i. 38. viii. 16.) the divine humanity * 
of CxrisT being that principle which is called 
the Son, { Luke i. 35.) the divine nature or 
efſence dwelling in the humamty being that 
principle which is called the FaTHER, (John 
x. 30. John xiv. 11. 2 Cor. v. 19.) and the 
divine virtue or influence, proceeding from the 
humanity for the ſanctification of the faithful, 
being that principle which 1s called the HoLy 
SPIRIT; '( Fohn xx. 22. Rom. vill. 9.) thus, 
that in the Loxp JesUs CHRIST dwelleth 
all the fullneſs of the godhead bodily;”” Col. 
11. 9.) that he is the only wiſe Gop our ſa- 
viour, - ( Fude 25.) ** the true Gov and 
eternal life,” (1 John v. 20) © Gop over all 
bleſſed for ever.“ [Rom. ix. 5.) 


* By the Humanity of CHyrIisT we mean his human 
nature; conſiſting of the rational mind and body, as diſtin& 
from that infinite and eternal Godhead from which it pro- 

eceded. (John viii. 42, xvii. 8.) 


VIII. We 
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VIII. 


We believe that there were two ſaving 
works which CuRisT performed during his 
manifeſtation on earth; viz. 1. The combating 
and ſubduing of thoſe ſpiritual enemies under 
whole dominion mankind, at that time, parti- 
cularly were, and thus delivering the world 
from their captivity. John xii. 31. Luke x. 
18. John xvi. 33. La. Ixiii. 1 to 9. lix. 16. 
17. 20. xlvi. 5. 10. P/al. xlv. 3 to 75.) 2. 
The glorification of his humanity, or, in other 
words, the full and perfect union thereof with 
the infinite and eternal godhead. id John x. 
30. xiv. 11. v. 26. Matt. xxviii. 18. Col. ii. 
.) By the former of theſe works the evil 
influences of hell were removed, and by the 
latter, the oppoſite influences of heaven were 
brought near by the giving of the holy ſpirit. 
{ Fohn vii. 39.) _ | 


We believe that there are, generally ſpeak- 
ing, two effential means of ſalvation, viz. 
a penitent faith“ directed towards Gop in 
| Cur1sT, ( Fohn ii. 18. 16. vi. 47. xx. 31. 
vi. 38. viii. 24. 1 Pet. i. 8. Heb. xii. 25.) and 
2. a reſigned and ſubmiſſive obedience to his 
will, by a renunciation of every intention, pur— 
poſe and thought which 1s in oppoſition thereto. 
{ Heb. v. 9. Luke xiii. 5. Lukevi. 46.) The 
former of theſe means leading to the poſſeſſion 
of that holy ſpirit Matt. xx1. 22.) without 
the aid of which the divine will cannot be 
obeyed, (John xv. 5.) and the latter leading 


* By this penitent faith we would be underſtood to mean 
a faith which is the effect of a diſcovery of hereditary evils, 
and of © godly ſorrow” on their account, (Mark i. 15.) 
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to that purity of heart without which we can- 
not ſee Gop. Matt. v. 8. Heb. xii. 14.) 
| X. 

We believe that good works are not con- 
fined to frequenting churches, diſtributing alms, 
Kc. but that every work (whether of word or 
action) is a good work which is“ wrought in 
Gop,” and proceedeth from a religious motive: 
(Col. iii. 17. 23. 1 Cor. x. 31. xv. 18) neverthe- 
leſs that no merit 1s due for any work to man, 
but only to that divine being ** without whom 
we can do nothing.” (Fohn xv. 5.) 


| XI. 

We believe that the two ſacraments of Bape 
tiſm and the holy ſupper are of divine com- 
mandment, and ought to be obſerved as out- 
ward and viſible ſigns of inward and ſpiritual 
graces: the former ſignifying that ſpiritual 
baptiſm whereby an entrance is miniſtered to 
the ſoul into the kingdom of Gop, and the 
latter that ſpiritual repaſt which 1s enjoyed b 
thoſe to whom ſuch entrance 1s already 2 


tered. | 
XII. 

We believe that there is a ſþ7ritual body, 
as well as a natural one; (1 Cor. xv. 44.) 
and that, at the period of death, the latter will 
return to the duſt as it was, and the former will 
riſe to receiveits unchangeable judgement of ey- 
erlaſting reward or puniſhment. (Luke xvi. 22, 


23. XX1l1., 43.) 
e XIII. 


We believe that there is not only a per/onal 
advent of CurrsT with the holy angels to fit 
in judgment on the diſembodied ſpirits of men, 

| but 
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but that there is alſo a 1 advent of 


CHR1sT, in the power and glory of his holy 
ſpirit, to the ſoul of every faithful perſon. 
[John xiv. 18. 23. Rev. iii. 20.) 


XIV. 


We believe that the holy word of Gop, unlike 
any other book, contains a ſpiritual ſenſe diſtinct 
from the letter; ¶ Pſalm cxix. 18. 1 Cor. x. 11. 
Heb. viii. 5. ix. 9. 23. Col. ii. 17. Lu. xxiv. 45. 
Jo. v. 63.) but that, nevertheleſs, the letter of the 
word is perfectly true when rightly underſtood. 
It is true, as therein 4 5 that CurisT 
bare the fins of the world; for, at a period when 
the world were, both ſoul and body, under the 
evil influences of the rulers of darkneſs and 
wickedneſs, he, in his own perſon, ſuſtained the 
full force of thoſe influences, being tempted 
in all points as we are tempted, in order that 
he might redeem or deliver mankind therefrom. 
(See Matt. viii. 16. 17.) It is true that Currsr 
ſuffered for the falvation of mankind : for his 
moſt grievous ſufferings were thoſe which he 
endured in his combats with the rulers of dark- 
neſs and wickedneſs; and theſe painful com- 
bats were endured in order that mankind 
might be delivered from the evil influences of 
hell, [John xii. 31.) and in order that the con- 
trary influences of heaven might be brought 
near unto them by the glorification of the hu» 
manity, and the conſequent giving of the holy 
ſpirit. (John vii. 39. Luke xxiv. 26. Heb. 
11. 10.) | | 
It is true that CRHRISH fulfilled the law for 
us, for it was by a fulfillment: of the law that 
the above mentioned works of redemption 


were effected. ¶ Matt. iv. 4. 6. 10.) 


1 

It is true that Currsr made an atonement 
for mankind; for the word atonement is derived 
from the old engliſh expreſſion, to ſet at one; 
(Acis vii. 26.) and the works which CRHRLST 
performed led to the giving of that holy ſpirit 
whereby thoſe who are by nature at enmity 
with Gop are ſet at one with him, and are in a 
ſtate of reconciliation. | | 

It is true that Cuntsr is the mediator of the 
new covenant; for the humanity of Currsr 
mediates between us and the indwelling Fa- 
ther. (John i. 18. Matt. xi. 27.) 

Laſtly, It is true that we are ſaved by the- . 
Blood of CarisT; for the natural blood of 
Canr1sT, which was ſhed upon Calvary, was pro- 
ductive of ſaving effects (compare Luke xxiv. 
26. and John vii. 39.); and the ſpiritual blood 
of CuRisrT, or, in other words, his holy ſpirit, 
is the means whereby alone we are reconciled 
to Gop, and the ſoul is cleanſed from its ſpiri- 
tual defilements. (1 Cor. vi. 11.) 


XV. 

We believe that the Creed which is called 
the 4po/tles Creed is, when properly under- 
ſtood, in perfect agreement with the word of 
Gop. We alſo believe that the Creed which 
is called the Athanaſian Creed, is perfectly 
true, if for a trinity of per/ons be ſubſtituted a 
trinity of principles in the one divine perſon of 
the Lokp JESus CHRILST. 


XVI. 


With regard to our political ſentiments, we 
are friends to ſocial order and good government. 
We condemn that violent ſpirit which would 
pathonately deſtroy all diſtinctions of rank; and 
we think that the government of this country, 
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